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 At the beginning of His public life, on the Mountain of the 

Beatitudes, Our Blessed Lord preached, “Blessed are the 

merciful; for they shall obtain mercy.” At the end of his public life, 

on the Mount of Calvary, He practiced that very beatitude as He 

addressed Dismas, the good thief, “This day, you will be with me 

in paradise.” 

 The Beatitudes of the world are quite different; they run 

something like this: “Blessed is the man who gets what’s his.” 

✓ Mercy,  

✓ liberality,  

✓ generosity,  

✓ and graciousness 

are rare these days.  

✓ What’s mine,  

✓ strict justice,  

✓ an eye for an eye,  

✓ a tooth for a tooth 

are all too common. How full are the courts of justice. How 

empty are the courts of mercy. 
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 Our Lord came to correct such an exaggerated justice 

which knew no mercy – that “eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth” 

mentality. He taught mercy was more than a sentimental, 

emotional tender-heartedness. The very word “mercy” is derived 

from the Latin “misererum cor,” a sorrowful heart. Mercy is 

therefore, a compassionate understanding of another’s misery. 

 A person is merciful when he feels the sorrow and misery of 

another as if it were his own. The merciful man seeks to dispel 

the misery of a neighbor just as much as he would if the misery 

were his. That is why, whenever misery is caused by sin and 

wrongdoing, mercy becomes forgiveness, so their misery will 

end, but for many of us, forgiveness is a tough nut to swallow. 

 Mercy is one of the dominant themes in the preaching of 

Our Lord. His parables were parables of mercy. Take, for 

example, the 100 sheep, the ten coins, and the two sons.  

✓ Of the hundred sheep, one was lost;  

✓ of the ten pieces of money, one was lost;  

✓ of the two sons, one was dead. 

 It’s interesting to note there is no record of any attention 

being paid to the 99 who were not lost. 

 When the woman lost the coin and found it, there is no 

mention of the nine coins she did not lose. 
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 The brother who returned after living the life of Reilly was 

given a fatted calf to celebrate with his friends. The brother who 

stayed home was not rewarded. These illustrations are three 

among many to drive home the simple truth there is more joy in 

heaven over one sinner who repents then over 99 who have no 

need to repent. 

 There was no mistaking Jesus’ point of view; He was 

interested in sinners not because of their merits, but because 

of their misery. And now at the close of His life, He fulfills the 

Beatitude of mercy in His second word from the Cross. 

There were three crosses on Calvary: the crosses of two 

thieves and the Cross of the Good Shepherd. Of the three 

crucified against that blackened sky, one was selfish and 

thought only of himself, and that was the thief on the left. He 

was interested neither in the Savior who suffered nor in the 

thief who asked to be remembered. He had no thought but for 

himself as he addressed the Son of Man on the central cross: 

“If you are the Christ, save yourself and us.” 

 The thief on the right, on the contrary, thought not of 

himself, but about others, namely the thief on the left and Our 

Crucified Lord. His compassion went out to the thief on the left, 

because he was not turning to God in this the last hour of his 
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life and asking for forgiveness: “Have you no fear God, seeing 

you are under the same condemnation?” He also thought of: 

✓ the Savior crucified between the two of them,  

✓ who had just prayed for his executioners 

✓ and was innocent and good. 

“We have been condemned justly, but this Man has done 

nothing criminal.”  

 It is interesting to inquire why Our Merciful Lord not only 

forgave Dismas, but gave him the Divine Promise: “This day 

you shall be with me in paradise.” Why did not Our Lord 

address the same words to the thief on the left? The answer is 

to be found in the Beatitude of mercy: “Blessed are the 

merciful; for they shall obtain mercy.” 

 Because the thief on the right was merciful and 

compassionate, he received mercy and compassion. Because 

he was thoughtless of self, someone thought of him. There is a 

law about mercy just as rigid as the laws of nature. What we 

sow we also reap. If we sow sparingly, we reap sparingly. If we 

sow abundantly, we reap abundantly. Raised to a spiritual 

level, this means, as Our Lord has said, “For as you judge, so 

will you be judged, and the measure with which you measure 

will be measured out to you.” 
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 One day Peter went to Jesus to inquire just what 

limitations should be placed upon mercy. And so he asked Our 

Lord a question about mercy and gave what he thought was 

rather generous: “How often shall I forgive, seven times?” And 

Our Lord answered, “Not seven times, but seventy times seven 

times.” And that does not mean four hundred and ninety – that 

means infinitely. 

 But how? To forgive as a Christian means we don’t need 

to receive and apology. It means you don’t even need to face 

them. You just need to forgive, from a distance, shaking their 

dust, as Our Lord put it. So that if someday they were to 

apologize, you can say, “You don’t owe me anything, not even 

an apology, because I’ve already forgiven you.” How freeing 

that is. 

 Be merciful then, to others, if you would have God be kind 

to you at the last day. Think of others, rather than of yourself. 

Our Lord has made mercy the very soul of His Church. I think 

that is the reason why He chose as the head of his Church: 

✓ not the innocent,  

✓ not the pure,  

✓ not the virgin disciple John,  
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but that impetuous, strong man called Peter – the one who had 

denied him, and who, the night of the trial, cursed and swore 

that he knew not the Man. His merciful Lord passed him en 

route to the disgrace of that sorrowful Holy Thursday night, and 

Peter, seeing him, went out and “wept bitterly.” And tradition 

adds that Peter wept so much during his life that even his 

cheeks became furrowed with tears.  

 And so Peter who knew by experience the mercy and 

forgiveness of Our Lord was chosen the head of the Church, in 

order that the Church might forever practice mercy and 

kindness.  

 There is every reason in the world for mercy. There is 

some good in the worst of us, and there is some bad in the 

best of us. The good are those who try to find some good in 

others, and they generally do find it. The evil are those who 

look for the faults of others, and as a result, never see their 

own. It was these Our Lord rebuked: “And why do you see the 

splinter in your brother’s eye, and do not see the beam that is 

in your own eye! You hypocrite cast out first the beam of your 

own eye, and then shall you see to cast out the splinter in your 

brother’s eye.” 
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 By constantly thinking of ourselves, we render ourselves 

incapable of receiving the kindness of others. Only to the 

extent that we have emptied ourselves of ourselves can God 

fill us with Himself. And likewise, the best way to have our 

prayers answered is to pray for the intentions of others: for 

God begins to think of us when we think of others.  

 Give and you shall receive; be merciful and you shall 

receive mercy. When therefore you are on a cross of pain or 

sorrow always think of that cross as the cross of the thief on 

the right. 

 As such, let your prayers go out to those on the left cross 

that they may be mindful of the expiatory value of their 

suffering; let your love also go out to the Good Shepherd on in 

the middle who suffers so innocently for all people, those on 

the left and those on the right. And because you did not think 

of yourself but of others, or in other words, because you were 

merciful, you will hear the reward of Mercy from the central 

Cross: “This day you shall be with me in Paradise.” In that way 

you become another Good Thief, for a Good Thief is one who 

steals Paradise! 


